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SUBJECT: Reconnaissance Restrictions, China Coast 


1. ,BASTC: C/N from G-2 to CofS thru G-3 and JSPOG, recommending 
approval of a proposed msg to the JCS on above subject. 


©, REFERENCES: a. JCS 1259/27, The Unified Command Plan. 
b. JCS 1776/234, which assigns missions to CINCFE and CINCUNC. 


e. Theater Strategic Reconnaissance Plan. 
3. Ref a directed delineation of areas of responsibility for certain 
operational matters, including reconnaissance. CINCFE, CINCAL, and CINCPAC 


have agreed on areas of responsibility for senbunatesance: the boundaries 
were effective on 1 May 51. 


4, Ref b assigns missions to CINCFE and CINCUNC. Certain restrictions 
on reconnaissance are imposed as follows: 


"Para 11, Appendix A. Aerial reconnaissance over all Korean 
territory, including coastal waters, is authorized up to the Yalu 
River on the west coast but short of the Korean-Soviet international 
boundary on the east coast." 


"Para 5, Appendix B. You are authorized to conduct aerial 
reconnaissance over the coastal area of China to determine the im- 
minence of attack upon Formosa, but such reconnaissance will be 
limited to areas south of the 32d parallel and north of Hong Kong." 


"Para 13, Appendix B. Without the approval of the Joint Chiefs 
of Staff and except as specified in para 5 herein, air and surface 
patrols will not operate within 12 miles to seaward of ene ngne =) 
the USSR or USSR-held territory.” 


5. G2 points out that in the foregoing refs, no mention is made of 
those portions of the coast of China from the Manchuria-China border south 
to the 32d parallel and from Hong Kong to Pula Obi lighthouse (8° e5'N, 
104° 50'R). 


6. The Theater Strategic Reconnaissance Plan (ref c) restricts the 
flight of aircraft over water areas within a three mile limit of China or 
Chinese Communist-held territory north of the 32d parallel. The three mile 
limit is imposed as the areas so restricted are commonly accepted as compris- 


ing territorial waters. No mention is made of the coastal area between Hong 
Kong and the Pula Obi lighthouse, 
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memo for Record (cont'd) 
Subj: Reconnaissance Restrictions, China Coast 


7 G2 considers it advisable to have specific instructions on recon- 
naissance restrictions over the coastal area referred to herein, and accord- 
ingly recommends to the CofS that a proposed radio requesting verification 
of the assumption here that a three mile limit applies to all coastal areas 
within CINCFE reconnaissance area not otherwise delineated, be dispatched 
to the Joint Chiefs of Staff. It is considered that G-3 should concur in 
the proposed radio. 


8. ACTION: G+3 initial C/N indicating concurrence. 


9. ADMINISTRATIVE INSTRUCTIONS: This completes action on basic, G-3 . 
Plans Div Case 12-51-8, G-3 TS A 1532. 


SMITH 
Action Officer 
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